
by which an antiphony of unison and har-
mony graced their services of worship.

This is quite reliable work. Even if Leaver is
not exactly correct about every detail and its
precise fit, however, his conclusion is indis-
putable. A hearty congregational unison to-
gether with a choral polyphony were not
accidental. They were not slipped in manipu-
latively by entertaining devices, but were care-
fully pursued on the people’s behalf with the
finest craft that the people deserved.

A popular impression of Luther is that he
was an iconoclast whose goal was to break
away from the church catholic, that he was the
first to introduce congregational singing into
the church, and that he stole entertaining
tunes from bars for his hymns. This book helps
to correct those modern urban legends.

Paul Westermeyer
Luther Seminary
Saint Paul, Minnesota

GENDER ROLES AND THE PEOPLE
OF GOD: REIMAGINING WHAT
WE WERE TAUGHT ABOUT MEN
AND WOMEN IN THE CHURCH,
Alice Matthews. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2017. Pp. 240. $19.99 (paper).

Alice Matthews has written a well-re-
searched and thoughtful account of the roles
that women have played in the Bible and in the
history of the Christian church. Writing from
the perspective of an evangelical herself,
Matthews seeks not to demonize or diminish
the contributions of men to our sacred story;
rather, she seeks to affirm how both men and
women, through their similarities and differ-
ences, might use their gifts collectively for the
good of the church and the world.

The book begins by naming the ways that
women have been, and continue to be, hurt
and abused by the evangelical patriarchy and

how Scripture has been used to justify the
treatment of women in the church and in fam-
ily structures. Matthews does not shy away
from naming how devastating these abuses
have been to women throughout the Christian
world for centuries.

Matthews has structured her book in such a
way as to first provide an overview of the roles
of women within the biblical story itself; dis-
pelling myths about how women are portrayed
in Scripture and naming the unique ways that
women function within both the Old and New
Testament books. While she by no means gives
attention to each and every woman in the Bi-
ble, Matthews makes a point to use examples
from both the Old and New testaments to en-
courage her readers to rethink what they might
have been taught about the roles of women in
the biblical narrative.

After providing an overview of the role of
women within the Bible, Matthews then turns
to the particular texts that have been used to
justify gender-based hierarchy both within
the church itself and within the family
structure of Christians throughout the centu-
ries. Matthews offers concise and helpful
exegetical commentary on each text, challeng-
ing traditional evangelical hierarchy through
well-researched academic arguments regard-
ing the specific theology of each text. Matthews
invites readers to reimagine passages from 1
Corinthians, 1 Timothy, etc., as well as to think
about the ways in which the meanings of spe-
cific words and phrases has changed over time.
Helping her readers to think about the context
into which biblical texts were written and their
meaning for their communities, Matthews en-
courages readers to think beyond the English
translations that they have memorized since
Sunday school.

Matthews concludes her work by naming
the ongoing challenges that women face based
on misuse and misinterpretation of the roles of
women in the Bible and the theology of texts
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that have been used to promote gender-based
hierarchy, ultimately pushing readers to re-
think what they have been taught about the
role of women in church and family life. The
concluding chapters of the text explicitly name
the harmful patterns of behavior that have lim-
ited the roles of women within church leader-
ship and which, in some cases, have been used
as justification for the systemic oppression
and abuse of women, generally.

Throughout her work, Alice Matthews
challenges traditional understandings about
the role of women by telling often-overlooked
stories of women in the Bible and by diving
deep into the contexts from which specific
texts emerged. Each chapter is solidly re-
searched and written in such a way as to be
useful to scholars and churchgoers alike.
Matthews provides questions for reflection
and discussion at the end of each chapter, ask-
ing open-ended, experientially based ques-
tions that invite readers to rethink what they

might have been taught about gender roles
within the Christian community.

This text would be useful for anyone who
might want to have a thoughtful discussion
about gender roles in the church; being partic-
ularly useful for pastors who might wish to
start these sorts of conversations with their
congregations without overtly challenging
those who might affirm patriarchal hierar-
chies within the Christian community. Specifi-
cally, Matthews’s book may be well received by
women within the evangelical community and
could serve as a jumping-off point for conver-
sation and examination of the role of women
within the evangelical Christian church. It
seems that Alice Matthews’s writing could not
be more timely or thought-provoking, given
the challenges that women throughout the
world continue to face.

Amelia Arthur
Luther Seminary
Saint Paul, Minnesota
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